




















such architecture exists. Great Dunes
is what gives nine-hole courses a bad
reputation.

Most Nine-Hole Courses
Need The Business

In lauding the virtues of little Phoe-
nixville (Pa.) CC (a nine-holer by Hugh
Wilson, who also authored Merion),
golf writer Michael Bamberger recently
posed, “Maybe the future of golf, in
these crowded times, is its past.”

We can hope so. Most nine-hole clubs
are older, have little debt service and thus
are less likely to be foreclosed. But they
also have far few members. (Part of the
reason why you hardly ever need a tee
time to play a nine-hole course, and can zip
around it in record time, is that few golfers
play nine-hole courses anymore.)

So even a low-budget nine-hole club
can fail. Midway GC, a nine-hole sand-
greens layout near Inman, Kan., gained
national exposure as the subject of a
chapter in Anthony Pioppi’s fine 2006
book To The Nines, just about the only
book devoted to nine-hole courses. But
the club lost so many members (who

doubled as volunteer maintenance
workers) that it had to close at the end
of 2007.

Happily, there are some new projects
involving nine hole-courses. Last year,
designer Garrett Gill finished the nine-
hole Pheasant Links, on the site of old
substandard Arrowhead GC just north
of the lowa-Minnesota border, rearrang-
ing holes and perching them above the
flood zone of adjacent State Line Lake.
With alodge on site, game bird hunting
isthe primary theme at Pheasant Links.
Even the golf carts are of camouflage
color, with gun racks.

In northern New Jersey, Roger Rule-
wich finished the nine-hole Cascades
GC for the owners of Ballyowen and
Wild Turkey. In North Dakota, East
Coast architects Stephen Kay and Doug

Smith converted the sand
greens of Kulm CC to grass
ones, which they patterned
(in smaller dimensions) after
famous putting surfaces such
as the Redan, Punchbowl and
Biarritz.

And in Northern California
wine country, Tom Doak (of
Pacific Dunes/Cape Kidnappers
fame) and his lead associate,
Jim Urbina, recently completed
the total refashioning of the old
nondescript Aetna Springs
GC (once owned by Rev. Sun
Myung Moon’s Unification
Church), transforming it into
an inspired nine that requires
a full repertoire of shots, its
charm vividly displayed on the
134-yard par-3 fourth, tucked
above a stream bed in a seam
between two oak-dotted hills.
Alas, the club is on life support
at the present time, a bank

foreclosure and auction of the course a
distinct possibility.

The future of golf may well involve
talented architects producing modest,
inexpensive nine-hole courses that are
fun to play. But for them to survive,
golfers need to accept nine holes as a
legitimate round of golf. sw
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Lido Competition
If the $3,000 grand prize isn't enough to convince
you to enter the 2010 Lido Competition, the annual
golf design contest co-sponsored by Golf World and
the Alister MacKenzie Society, then consider this: If
this year's winner attends the MacKenzie Society
annual meeting at Ireland’s Cork GC Aug. 21-24,
he or she will receive a bonus $2,000 to help defray
travel expenses.

And if that's still not enough, permit us to suggest
one more reason: winning the Lido Prize can lead to
even bigger and better things.

Our prime example is Thad Layton, who won the
2003 Lido Prize for his original hole design (pictured
above) which, as all entries must do, utilized the design
philosophy of Dr. MacKenzie within the confines of
atwo-shot par 4. Back in ‘06, Layton was a "CADD
monkey” for Arold Palmer Course Design Co., doing
computer design and graphics. Today, Layton is a golf
architect for Palmer and has worked on, among other
projects, the renovations of Pebble Beach (for this
year's U.S. Open), Bay Hill in Orlando (for this year's
Arnold Palmer Invitational) and The Bridges in Bay
St. Louis, Miss., where he first got involved in the golf
business as a grunt laborer in 1996.

Layton will serve as this year's judge for the Lido
Competition, the first time a former winner has ever
judged the contest.

The Lido Competition is based upon a magazine
design contest won by Dr. MacKenzie in 1914. His
winning hole, a par 4 with triple avenues of play, was
later constructed by contest founder C.B. Macdonald
on his Lido Golf Club on Long Island, N.Y. Sadly, the
course, and hole, did not survive World War I.

AS IN PREVIOUS LIDO CONTESTS, ENTRANTS ARE
RESTRICTED TO A HAND-DRAWN DESIGN, ON
PAPER NOT LARGER THAN 11"X17" ALONG WITH
ONE SHEET OF SUPPORTING EXPLANATION. ONE
ENTRY PER CONTESTANT. AN ENTRY FORM IS
REQUIRED. ENTRY BLANKS, AS WELL AS A FULL
SET OF RULES, MAY BE OBTAINED BY CONTACTING
almaclido@sbcgobal.net OR ONLINE AT
www.golfdigest.com/golfworld.lido DEADLINE
FOR RECEIPT OF ALLENTRIES IS APRIL 1,2010. NO
FOOLING. THE WINNER WILL BE ANNOUNCED BY
MAY'1,2010. —RW
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